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Offi cial Title and Summary  Prepared by the Attorney General

GOVERNMENT ACQUISITION, REGULATION OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. 
INITIATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT.

• Bars state and local governments from condemning or damaging private property to promote other private 
projects or uses. 

• Limits government’s authority to adopt certain land use, housing, consumer, environmental and workplace laws 
and regulations, except when necessary to preserve public health or safety. 

• Voids unpublished eminent domain court decisions. 
• Defi nes “just compensation.” 
• Government must occupy condemned property or lease property for public use.  
• Condemned private property must be offered for resale to prior owner or owner’s heir at current fair market 

value if government abandons condemnation’s objective. 
• Exempts certain governmental actions.

Summary of Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal Impact:

• Increased annual state and local government costs to pay property owners for (1) losses to their property 
associated with certain new laws and rules, and (2) property acquisitions. The amount of such costs is 
unknown, but potentially signifi cant on a statewide basis.

Analysis by the Legislative Analyst

SUMMARY

    This measure amends the California Constitution to:

• Require government to pay property owners for 
substantial economic losses resulting from some new 
laws and rules. 

• Limit government authority to take ownership of 
private property.

This measure applies to all types of private property, 
including homes, buildings, land, cars, and “intangible” 
property (such as ownership of a business or patent). 
The measure’s requirements apply to all state and local 
governmental agencies. 

PAYING PROPERTY OWNERS FOR 
ECONOMIC LOSSES 

State and local governments pass laws and other rules 
to benefi t the overall public health, safety, or welfare 
of the community, including its long-term economy. 
(In this analysis, we use the term “laws and rules” to 

cover a variety of government requirements, including 
statutes, ordinances, and regulations.) 

In some cases, government requirements can reduce 
the value of private property. This can be the case, for 
example, with laws and rules that (1) limit development 
on a homeowner’s property, (2) require industries 
to change their operations to reduce pollution, or (3) 
restrict apartment rents. 

PROPOSAL

This measure requires government to pay property 
owners if it passes certain new laws or rules that result 
in substantial economic losses to their property. Below, 
we discuss the types of laws and rules that would be 
exempt from the measure’s requirements and those that 
might require government compensation.

What Laws and Rules Would Not Require 
Compensation? 

All existing laws and rules would be exempt from 
the measure’s compensation requirement. New laws 
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